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“FIXER UP,” WE 
MEAN TO CLEAN 
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AWAY. 
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RIGHT? 


R 


Cn 


INS 


R we Dy a 


IS ANYONE 
FREE TA 
HELP ME? 


YOu'LL 
JUST MAKE 
A.MESS'A 
THINGS. 


OH NO, 
IT'S MY FAULT 
BEING MORE 

FRIENDLY. 


NITTA-SAN... | 


y 


I CAN HELP 
YOU WITH 
THAT. 


LT 
MAN TA DEAL HEADED. 
we en 


Upeer 


i 
FORGOT. 
TO SMILE. 
SCENES, “ 


TRYING TA 
DEFEND YOU 
ney HIM, 


HUSH! 


PLEASE DON'T 


SRY WE SAID 
NUTTIN’. 


y= NITTA-SAN DOESN'T 
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SOMETHING WE 
SHOULD SPEAK 
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TO HEAR 
THAT. 
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THESE. 


A 
DILIGENT 
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WAS INTERESTING? 
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CAN WRITE IT DOWN. 
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COMIN’ 
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STOPPED WITH 
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DON’T UN- 
DERSTAND 
MUCH 
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MYSELF. 
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WELCOME 
BACK, 


YER BACK 
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LT HAVEN'T BEEN WHAT'S 
IN A WHILE, SO ALL THOSE 
THERE WERE A PACKAGES? 


QUITE A FEW 
THINGS 1 
WANTED TA 
PICK UP. 


WE HAPPENED 
TA SWING BY 
TAKASHIMAYA. 
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SIGHT, FER 
THE YOUNG 
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I HEARD HE 
ELOPED WITH 
YOUR WIFE. 


TO BE FAIR, 
WE WERE 
STILL ONLY 
ENGAGED. 


BUT THE 
CEREMONIAL GIFTS 
HAD ALREADY BEEN 


HE SHOULDA 
RUN FARTHER, 
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BUT LOOKS 
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HALF-ASSED 
ATTEMPT. 
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MASTEI 
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BUT TSUSHIMA 
WAS ACTUALLY 


MUCH MORE 
SKILLED THAN 
ME, 


THE 
RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN US 


BECAME 
STRAINED. 


BUT THE 
MASTER AT 
THE TIME... 


AND I’M TALKIN’ 
ABOUT. THE PRE- 


VIOUS HEAD... 
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NOTHIN’. 


I UNDERSTOOD THAT 
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PARENTS: 
AND I HAD : WERE DEAD, 


NOWHERE 
ELSE TA 
Go. 


I WANTED A PLACE 
TA BELONG. 


MY MARRIAGE TO. 
THE DAUGHTER OF 
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... MUSTA BEEN 
THE LAST STRAW 
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HAND. 
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ALWAYS SWEET 
ON YORIKO-SAN. 
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BUT I BELIEVE SHE 
IS MUCH HAPPIER 
WITH THE CHOICE 

‘SHE MADE. 


YORIKO-SAN 
WAS... 


ILHEARD FROM 
THE LADIES IN 
THE HOUSE. 


YOU DO NOT SPEAK 
OF THIS INCIDENT 
WITH ANGER, NOR 

SPITE NOR SADNESS. 


I BELIEVE SHE 
LEFT BECAUSE 
SHE REALIZED... 


--. WHAT SHE REALLY 


YOU COULD SAY, 
WHAT SHE DIDN'T. 


AND, 


INSTEAD, YOU ARE 

UNUSUALLY UNNERVED 

BY TSUSHIMA-SAN'S \ a 
BETRAYAL. GY 


THE PAIN YOU FEEL FOR 
THIS INCIDENT STEMS 
FROM TSUSHIMA-SAN, 

DOESN'T ITP 
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TOMORROW, 
RIGHT? 


YOU DO NOT 
HAVE ANY PLANS 


YEAH. 


EL S 
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«on the 
morning, 
that | was 
brought to 
Inamiya. 
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_ After 
being passed _ 
‘round from 
relative to 

relative, 


THE OWNERS, 
NICE AND 
PROPER. 


they 
pulled Some 
strings and 
| was taken 
in by Inamiya 
as an 
apprentice. 


FIRST 
IMPRESSIONS 
ARE EVERTH- |. 
ING, DEAR, 


My 
parents 
both died 
when 
| was 
around 
ten. 


hunched 
over, un- 
moving. 


But | gniy 
noticed that he 
was still alive 
when | saw his 
shoulders rise 
and fall as he 
drew in short 
breaths. 


But not a 

single one 

approached 
him. 
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But his body 
was emaciated. 
He could have 
been a young 
man. 


There 
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man, 
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LEAVE YOU 
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TRUE. WORKING AT? 


LWILL COME 
({ PICK YOU UP 
| TOMORROW. 


HOLD_ON 
THERE. 


WHERE 
DO. YOU THINK 
YER GOIN’? > 


IWILL BE 
STAYING AT A 
NEARBY LODGE. 


YER 
JUST_GOING 
TO LEAVE ME | 
HERE ALONE? 


YOU WANT. 
ME TO FACE 
TSUSHIMA ALL 
BY MYSELF? 


YOU BETTER: 
SEE THis TO THE 
VERY END. 


MY 
APOLOGIES. 


I COULD 
NOT POSSIBLY 
STAY AT SUCH AN 
ESTABLISHMENT. 


YER THE ONE WHO 
CAME WITH ME ALL 
THE WAY TA ARIMA. 
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I BELIEVE HE 
WILL RETURN BY 
TOMORROW. 


I CAN 
WAIT UNTIL: 
TOMORROW. = 


TSUSHIMA IS. 
CURRENTLY AWAY 
FOR HIS DUTIES. 


IF SIRS ARE 
IN A HURRY, 
THEN- 
OH, THAT'S 
QUITE: 
ALRIGHT. 


I GOT ALL 
WORKED UP 
FER A DELAY. 


WHY ARE YOU 


ACTIN’ SO STIFFP / / 
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IT AIN'T SO BAD 
TA HAVE YER BACK 
WASHED, 


IT GETS 
BUSY, THIS 
TIME OY DAY. 
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ARE YA THAT 
INTERESTED IN 
AN OLD MAN'S 

CROTCH? 


YOU'VE READ WHAT 
I WROTE IN THE 
JOURNAL. 


VISITING 
THE BATHHOUSE. 
ONCE IN A WHILE 
IS A GOOD _EXPE- 
RIENCE, 


YOU USED 
TSUSHIMA AS AN 
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ME TO THE BATH- 
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I~ I DON’T KNOW IF 
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STORE, LIVING A HAPPY 
LIFE RIGHT NOW 
OR NOT, 
THEN YOU 
MAY BE ABLE 
IO MOVE FOR- 
WARD AGAIN. 
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I DIDN'T 
WANT _TO 
SEE 
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2 STILL 
ENSNARED BY 
TSUSHIMA-SAN. 
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YA SAYING, 
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; LIKE CHATTIN’. 

Ei DON'T 

i MATTER IF 
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THE PREVIOUS 

HEAD LAID HIS. 

HANDS ON ME 
ONCE, 
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FIFTEEN. 
THE HEAD 
AWARDED THE 
STAFF'S HARD: 
WORK WITH A DAY 
MOUNTAIN- 
HIKIN 


WHILE I ALONE 


STAYED BEHIND TA 


SERVE HIM. 
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HAVE. ME. 
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SO FRIGHTENED, 
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TREATMENT 
OF ME. 
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THOUGHT IT A LOAD NG, LEE wh oa 
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\ SAID ANYTHIN’. 
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MATTER ~ 
WHICH, ~ 
= 


I WOULD 
NOT HAVE 
THE SUP- 


PORT OF 
ANY FAMILY. : THE ONE TA 


LEAVE INAMIYA 
A YOUNG : , WOULEA BEEN 


50 I DID 
WHAT THE 
PREVIOUS 
IFAD ASKED 
ME TA DO. 
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EVEN 
IF IT KNEW 
THAT MY 
i EXISTENCE 


THREATENED 
TSUSHIMA'S: 
a) 
Yo 


POSITION. 
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HAVE NOTHING 
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AND. es 
OVERCAME i 
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HARDSHIPS, L \ \ 
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YOu 
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TOMORROW. |. ee 
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PARDON 
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IF YOULL 
EXCUSE ME. 
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AIN'T OUR 
TSUSHIMA. 


WHAT'S. 
WRONG? 
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WE'VE GOT eS) a 
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SENGOKU-SAN DI'NT 
‘ KNOW TSUSHIMA 
THAT WELL EITHER. 


HE MAY'VE 

MADE A MISTAKE | 

WHEN HE HEARD ! THE 
THE NAME. WRONG —. 


| LY x 


1 SEE... 


TWO MEN 
TRAVELIN’ TO ARIMA, 
LIKE A COUPL‘A 

\ORONS.. 


WHAT A RIOT. 


age ok Te, 
DISAPPONTED? 


NO 
NEED FER 
APOLOGIES. 


2-I HAD TA 
COME HERE. 


I'D BEEN 
ITCHIN’ TA 
SEE HIM. 


I'D COME TO 
REALIZE THAT, 


50 IT. 
WASN'T 
FUTILE. 


he 


outside, it 
looked like 
nothing had 
changed and 
that we had 
resumed our 
daily life and 
uties. 


A week 
had gone 
by since 
we came 
back from 
Arima. 


"Wve 
also 
AA changed. 


KONDOU... 


IS THERE 
ANYTHING YOU'D 
LIKE TA TELL 
MEP 


HUH? \\ 


PLEASE, 
KONDOU. 
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SIR, 


G T WAS 
CONCERNED 
) THAT THIS PLACE 
WOULD BE TER- 
= RIBLY COLD, 
=} = 
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F LOOKS 
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: NOTHIN'S 
RYUUyI, | CHANGED. 
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hal 60... 
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WEN GOT A “NG 
NUMBER OF 
WITHIN THE @ 
HOU p 


YOU WILL 
NO TROUBLE 
FINDIN’ SOME- 
ONE TA TAKE 

OVER. 


RYUUJL... 


50 YOU DO 
NOT NEED TO 
WORRY ‘BOUT 

THE SHOP'S 

FUTURE. 
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I WILL STAY 


IS TRAINED, 


IDO 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR THIS 


SELFISH 
ANNOUNCE 
MENT. 


AND 
THAT |S DIS~ 
THINKING. 
THAT I HAD 
TABEA 


VESSEL 
FER YOU. 


90... 
ALSO, I 
Y HAVE NO. 
PLANS FER 
MARRIAGE IN 


THE FUTURE, 
X Bs EITHER. 


THATS 
es 


& el Efi 
FE Ke ¢ a ia TAT wey / 
no. f& ar STAY HERE. : 
$ \ @& ANE! DONT : 
| WORRY, 
a TLL... “ 


VE 
MADE MY 
DECISION. J 


YOU'VE STAYED 
WIT! ME EVER 
‘SINCE THAT 
DAY... 


& 3 ARE YOU 

i . GOIN’ TA 
ABANDON 

oo MEP? 
AY 
OR I6 IT 
BECAUSE OF 
THIS MAN? 


‘e THAT Wve 


SiR. ba 


ae 
. TAKEN IN BY 5 4 
oe THIS SHOP. f -..GLAD TO 
i HAVE BEEN... 


YOU GAVE AN 


BELONG a 


EVERYTHIN’. 


¥l'oybexcontinued: 


AILEN CATHARSIS 


by kamome oshima 


ALEN CATHARSIS 


by kamome oshima 


the oth 
ide of i 


<i 
the fences 


- EUPHORIA. 


I. EXPOSED. 


THE PAIN 
YOU FEEL FOR 
THIS INCIDENT 
STEMS FROM 
TSUSHIMA-SAN, 
DOESNT iT? 


HIS TRUE 
FEELINGS; 


I FELTA 
SENSE OF... 


elation... 


sat the 


rospect 
POF Fim 

becoming, 
mine. 


THIS MAN... 


HES ABLE y 
mee fd Be 
IKE THIS. i N MY HELP, 


1 felt 
it slipping 


through my 


ingers. 


a 
inal 
caughty 


UF Dees 


‘ PREFERRED 
THE MASTER 
a OF BEFORE, 
BACK WHEN HE 
WAS PRISONER 
TO Hig OWN 
PAST. 


SORRY, 
| . oF 
i 4 e V 
ax 
" FOR TAKIN’ 
YOU_TA SEE 
= THAT. 
BUT, 


IT MUST'VE 

BEEN QUITE 

UNPLEASANT 
FOR YOU. 


PLAYED. 


AROUND BY 
AN OLD 


GO ALONG 


a . 
ae 
fitst 
ee 

8) 
=a 

= 
ny 
Bn 


YOU HAD TA 


KONDOU. 


WITH THAT 
DENIAL, 
EARLIER? 


AND I BEEN 
WANTIN’ AN 
EXPLANATION 
FER YOUR 


Se 


RECENT 
BEHAVIOR, 
Too, 


g 


rs 


_ 


WE AIN'T 
Pea UN Te 
SATISFYING 
IM TIRED ANSWER. 
OF FEELING 


LIKE THIS. 


ON YOUR 
OWN. 


a 
oe 
=O 
e 

wn 


AND THAT 
PAINS ME... 


WHEN WE 
WENT TO 


AND WHEN 
YOU MET WITH 
THE PREVIOUS 


—— 


AJ] 


KEK © 


TAM 
QUITTING 
INAMIYA. 


ON ME. 


.-. WANTED YOU 
TO DEPEND 


hy. 
SERRE 
DOw 
Na 4 
Fara 
29x 
SPER 
a> 


on US 


AREN'T 
YOU... 


OF COURSE YA'D 
FEEL THAT WAY. 


we IN LOVE 
WIT’ ME? 


VBS ioe 


THEN, 


\t 


«AN 
IDIOT IN THE YOU REALLY 
STRANGEST ARE... 


OX 


DO You 
THINK THAT 
LOVE |S 

JUST... | | 


- WISHIN’ FER 
THE OTHER | 


PERSON'S 
HAPPINESS? 


IT'CHA 
ME 


TRY MAKIN’ 


RK 


DEPEND ON 
YOU? 


é 
a 
z 
= 


,- SUCH A PURE 
AND UPSTANDING 


Non 


MORE... 


a 
iS 
KX 


S 


At 


a 


LNEVER 
KNEW... 


THAT. 
DESPERATELY 
DESIRIN’... 


... THE THINGS 
THAT I WANTED... 


KONDOU. 


HEY, 


Dj 


\ 
i 


COULD FEEL 
$0 GOOD. 


eS | 
NN 
I'S NOT 
= SA ‘ JUST... 
= « \ 
Q- yy a = | | 
ee | 
—~ YER OWN | 
) SELFISH 
vee | DESIRES. 


YOU ARE ALSO 
THINKIN’ FER 
MY SAKE. 


.- YOU KEPT BY 
My SIDE, 


YOU ALLOWED / 
Uj ME TAMOVE \ is : 
FORWARD. : / 


THE MASTER 
IS HEADIN’ 
TA TOKYO? 


BECAUSE O' 
THE GREAT 


AN’ HE'S GOIN’ 

THERE TA MEDIAT! EARTHQUAKE, 
SO THAT THE THE MEDICINE 
PRICES AIN'T DISTRICT WAS 

DRIVEN UP TOO MOSTLY DE- 
HIGH. STROYED. 


THAT'S 
QUITE RE- § 
SPECTABLE. 


THEY BEEN 

MADE TA BUY 

FROM US IN 
OSAKA. 


Jax Cx ENCE’ Trey 
ENS LEAVE, IT'S SURE 
GON FEEL 
> \ LONESOME 
om © \ ROUND HERE. 
Si 
o 
D> ens 
Seo 
Cr) 
6 LAA: 


ON TOP 
© BEING IN 
YORIKO-SAN 
HAS ALSO 


Ry] --- THAT HE WILL 
EET WIT’ HIM 


lz 


VS 


Ss 


2, AND WILL ASK 

THEM NEVER TO 

COME BACK TO 
THE STORE. 


4 TeEFIMA 
ae AND YORIKO- 
——] SAN LEFT, 
THE HOUSE, 
HE SEEMED. 


AWFUL UPSET. 


HE SAID 
THAT HE 
WILL GIVE 


. 


2 
wy WILL HE BE 
ALRIGHT? 


THAT MAN WILL 
BE FINE. 


End 


AILEN CATHARSIS 


by kamome oshima 


ALEN CATHARSIS 


by kamome oshima 


The night in Tokyo 


SORRY, 
ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


pane. by THE 
ROOM 
BE QUITE FUN. HAS ITS OWN 
BEAUTY. 


THE MAN 
WHO CAME: 
AROUND TODAY 
WAS FROM THE 
COMMERCIAL 

FERGET OUR DISTRICT. 
STORE IN THE 
BARRACKS, HE 
HAD_A STYLISH 
LITTLE WEST- 
ERN PLACE. 


MAYBE OUR 
INAMIYA SHOULD 
WESTERNIZE 

ITSELF. 


A 


Hoh, 


AND SCURRY 
ON BACK TA 
INAMIYA, 
BEGGIN’ ‘EM 
TO TAKE ME 
BACK. 


L AIN'T GOT. 


NO RIGHT TO 
DRAG YOU 
ALONG FER 
THE RIDE. 
fe NN 
Le 
P ZA 
a — 
A 
SEEING 
THE STRONG~- AFTER 
Rj 4 WILLED TOWN COMING 
PHARMACEUTI- IN THE MIDST HERE, 
CAL INDUSTRY IN OF RESTO- 
TOKYO GRITTIN’ RATION, 


THEIR TEETH 
AND PLOWING 


z THROUGH... 
ey 


ACHIEVE. 


IT'S NOT 
BAD TO HAVE 
ALITTLE BIT 
OF FEAR IN 
YOU. 


BAI y 
iS: ~~ mS ESPECIAL- 
\ eer || & 
TOKYO 
NOW. Ne 
YOU'RE IN MY 


BACKYARD NOW. I 
WAS EXPECTING 
TO HAVE A BIT OF 
POWER OVER YOU. 


YOU DON'T. 


q 


STUPID. 


WAY AROUND 
IT. 


JUST SAY THAT 
YOU WANT ME TA 
“RELY ON YOU.” 


] ULL TAKE you uP 
ON THAT OFFER. 


